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Summary and Context 

The purpose of this report is to outline the statutory consultation process that took place for 
Ark Blake Academy as required by Section 10 of the Academies Act 2010. The Act states that 
academy trusts are required to consult with those persons that the trust deems appropriate 
regarding the question of whether the trust should enter into the funding agreement with the 
Secretary of State. This consultation took place over a period of six weeks between 7 February 
2017 and 21 March 2017. 
 
The consultation was linked to the consultation for Ark Bayes Primary Academy, a new, three-
form entry primary school that was also proposed to be developed by Ark in Croydon. This 
report covers the consultation that took place for Ark Blake Academy.  
 
The free school application for Ark Blake Academy was submitted to the Department for 
Education in January 2014. The proposal is to open a brand new, non-selective, mixed 
secondary academy on Morland Road in Croydon. 
 

S10 Consultation Process 

It is important that a new school should open with the support of its local community. As a 
result, the consultation focused on consulting a wide range of stakeholders to ensure that as 
many people as possible are aware of the proposal to open the school so that their views could 
be captured.  
 
The key aims of the consultation were:  
 

1) To gather the views of the local community about the new school opening and 
incorporate these views into the academy development;  

2) To raise awareness of the school opening in the local area in order that prospective 
parents would be aware of the new school and that places will be available from 
September 2019. 

Consequently, the consultation focused on the following points: 
 

• Raising awareness of the academy and giving everyone the opportunity to give their 
views 

• Raising awareness among local parents that a new school will be opening and 
encouraging applications 

• Raising awareness with local residents on the design and development of the school 
building  

• Building parent support for the academy and ensuring the school meets local 
aspirations and needs 

• Developing relationships and links with organisations who may contribute to the life of 
the academy and in particular other schools 

• Gaining feedback and suggestions on the use of the facilities for the local community.  
 
 
Consultees and consultation methods 

We sought to consult with a wide range of stakeholders, and to ensure that as many people as 
possible are aware of the proposal to open the school so that their views could be captured.  
 
Councillors for the Addiscombe West ward, where the school is located, and councillors from 
the wards surrounding the proposed school site were sent letters confirming the consultation 
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period, offering individual meetings and inviting them to the consultation event. A similar 
letter was also sent to Gavin Barwell MP, Steve Reed MP and Chris Philp MP.  

An example of the letter is attached as Appendix 1. The list of letter recipients is attached as 
Appendix 2.  

A letter advertising the consultation was also sent to local schools. An example of this is 
attached as Appendix 3.  

The event was publicised on the school website, www.arkblake.org, which was set up in 
November 2015. 
 
The Director of Education and Youth Engagement at Croydon Council was emailed on 9 

February and updated on the consultation and offered an individual meeting or to attend the 
public consultation event.  
 
Two consultation events were held on 21 February 2017. To maximise attendance one was 
planned for the morning and one for the evening. The first was held 9am – 11am and the 
second was held 5.30pm – 7pm. Both events were held at Ark Oval Primary Academy, located 
on Cherry Orchard Rd, a short distance from the proposed site for Ark Blake Academy.  
 
There were eighteen attendees across the two events, including: 

• Prospective parents 
• Local residents 
• Cllr Sean Fitzsimons (Addiscombe West) 
• Cllr Stuart King (Cabinet Member for Environment, Transport and Regeneration) 

 
Members of the Ark Projects team were in attendance to answer consultees’ questions about 
the proposed school and any broader questions about the Ark network of schools.  
 

Responses to the consultation 

Eighteen people attended the public consultation event. Display boards containing 
information on the project proposals and about Ark more generally were available for 
attendees to review. These were also added to the school website and are included as 
Appendix 4. 

Attendees were also invited to provide their feedback through the provision of feedback forms 
which were available at the events. A copy feedback form that was given to consultees is 
included as Appendix 5.   

Following the events, the feedback form was also published on the school website so that 
anyone who did not attend the consultation events could still provide comments during the 
consultation period.  

Following their attendance at the consultation meeting, information was shared with the East 
Croydon Community Organisation (ECCO) to update their website with any developments on 
the school proposal, https://eastcroydon.org.uk/  

The questions on the forms were: 

1) Do you agree with the proposal that Ark Schools enters into a funding agreement with 
the Secretary of State to open Ark Bayes Primary Academy and Ark Blake Academy for 
September 2019? 

http://www.arkblake.org/
https://eastcroydon.org.uk/
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2) Do you agree with the proposal that Ark Bayes Primary Academy opens on Mayday Rd, 
Croydon, CR7 7HP? 

3)  Do you agree with the proposal that Ark Blake Academy opens on Morland Rd, 
Croydon, CR0 6NA? 

4) Do you have children of school age? 

Sixteen written responses were received. The responses received are summarised below. 

1) Do you agree with the proposal that Ark Schools enters into a funding agreement with 
the Secretary of State to open Ark Bayes Primary Academy and Ark Blake Academy for 
September 2019? 

 

Fifteen responses were received to Question 1. Of these, 11 (73%) agreed and four (27%) 
disagreed with the proposal for the Secretary of State to enter into a funding agreements for 
Ark Blake and Ark Bayes Primary.   

2)Do you agree with the proposal that Ark Bayes Primary Academy opens on Mayday Rd, 
Croydon, CR7 7HP? 

 

Yes No

Yes No
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Eleven responses were received to Question 2. Of these, nine agreed (82%) and two (18%) 
disagreed.  

3)  Do you agree with the proposal that Ark Blake Academy opens on Morland Rd, 
Croydon, CR0 6NA? 

 

Fifteen responses were received to Question 3. Of these, 11 agreed (73%) and four (27%) 
disagreed.  

Consultees were invited to provide additional comments on the proposals, the feedback from 
which is detailed below.  

The key issues raised at the consultation events can be separated into broad categories: 

1. Traffic congestion and parking around the site(s) 
2. Pupil behaviour 
3. Noise pollution 
4. Air pollution.  

The responses received fed directly into the proposals for the scheme. A summary of the key 
concerns raised and how this feedback affected the proposals is below. 

Traffic congestion and parking 
The project’s transport consultant has worked closely with Croydon’s Highways Team to 
further develop the scheme’s transport strategy, for instance to develop robust modal travel 
split targets to minimise the impact of the development local roads. The team have also 
worked with Transport for London who will review the proposed improvement works to a key 
junction located close to the site.  

Ark is committed to minimising the use of private vehicles by both its staff and parents. This 
will be achieved through an effective and well-communicated school travel plan. This will be 
published on the school website as soon as it has been completed, ahead of the academy 
opening, and the details of this shared with parents ahead of their children starting at the 
school.  
 

Yes No
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Pupil behaviour 
Consultees raised concerns around pupil behaviour in and around the school and how this 
might affect local residents. Ark is committed to maintaining high standards of behaviour in 
all their schools and will work with their school communities to ensure any concerns around 
pupil behaviour after the school opens are addressed effectively.  

Noise Pollution 
Concerns were raised over the level of noise that the school would generate once opened. 
Consultees were informed that all new developments must not exceed maximum noise levels 
in order to gain planning approval and that planning permission would be refused if these 
targets were not met.  

Air pollution 
Concerns were also raised about the effects of the development on air quality in the area, due 
to a presumed increase on traffic around the school. Croydon Council will monitor air quality 
around the school site and respond with necessary measures to reduce any detrimental 
effects.  

Consultees with children of school age 

On the feedback forms, consultees were also asked to indicate whether they had children of 
school age. Of those, five (31%) had children of school age and 11 (69%) did not.  

Conclusion 

The consultation process partly succeeded in its overall aims. Although attendance at the 
consultation events was limited, there was attendance from a range of local stakeholders 
including residents, councillors and representatives from local schools. This shows that the 
consultation did raise awareness of the school among a broad range of local people.  

The responses to the consultation were broad ranging from comments on the design to 
queries on the behaviour of pupils. Responses were fed back to the project and technical 
design teams as applicable.   

The majority of the people who attended the consultation events and who provided feedback 
forms were in support of the development of the schools.  

Next steps and follow up after the consultation  

Following the conclusion of the s10 consultation, a planning application for the building 
project for Ark Blake Academy was submitted to Croydon Council. As part of this application, 
a consultation with local stakeholders too place. This application was submitted in July 2017 
and approved in October 2017.  

Following the planning approval and the appointed of a building contractor, it was confirmed 
that the opening of Ark Blake Academy would be delayed until September 2020.  

Once a principal for Ark Blake Academy has been appointed, further consultation will be 
arranged with local schools and residents to discuss any concerns they might have and discuss 
ways that the schools might work together.   

Ark will also maintain the school website to ensure there is up to date information available 
on the development of the school proposal.  
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Appendices 

Appendix 1 – Consultation letter to councillors 

       7th February 2016 
   

 

Dear Councillor, 

 

Two new Ark schools for Croydon – Ark Blake Academy and Ark Bayes Primary 
Academy 

As I am sure you are aware, there is an increasing demand for local school places in Croydon. 
To help meet this pupil place need, Ark submitted free school applications to the Department 
for Education to open a new primary academy and a new secondary academy in Croydon. 
These applications were approved in 2015. 
 
Ark is an education charity established in 2004 to operate a network of schools that offer an 
excellent education to all children irrespective of their background or prior attainment. Ark 
operates 35 schools across Birmingham, Hastings, Portsmouth and London, including Ark 
Oval Primary in East Croydon which joined the network in September 2011.  
 
We’re very proud of the results our schools have achieved. Of our 11 new start schools, 10 have 
been inspected by Ofsted and all have been rated Good or Outstanding. In 2016, Ark Conway 
Primary Academy in Acton, a new start primary school, achieved the best Key stage 1 results 
in the country for the second year running. Ark King Solomon in Westminster is also in the 
top 1% for Progress 8 – this is despite it being in one of the most deprived wards in London. 
We hope to achieve similar success at Ark Bayes and Ark Blake. 

Please visit http: www.arkonline.org for more information about Ark and other Ark schools. 

We are now consulting on the proposal to open Ark Bayes Primary and Ark Blake, the 
secondary school.  Both schools are scheduled to open in September 2019 to meet Croydon 
Council’s need for additional places in the borough.  

The primary school will open with Reception pupils only, growing each year until reaching full 
capacity of 630 primary and 60 nursery places in 2025. The secondary will open with Year 7 
pupils only, growing each year until reaching capacity of 900 secondary and 300 sixth form 
places in 2025.  

Both schools will be non-denominational, non-selective and mixed, serving local children. The 
admissions criteria will prioritise those living closest to the school.  
 
The proposed site for is Ark Bayes on Mayday Rd, CR7 7HL, just off London Rd and opposite 
the Friends of Croydon University Hospital.  

The proposed site for Ark Blake is on Morland Rd, CR0 6NA, very near to Ark Oval Primary 
Academy, which was rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted in 2012. 

Ark Bayes Primary and Ark Blake will share particularly close links with Ark Oval however, we 
are keen for both schools to play an active role in the Croydon family of schools.  
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We are very excited to work with you and your colleagues at the Council to deliver new, high-
quality school places in the local area and would be happy to meet with you to discuss the 
schools. Please contact Charlie Fagan, our project manager, on charlie.fagan@arkonline.org, 
who will be able to arrange a meeting. 
 
Consultation events 
 
You can also welcome to join us at one of our drop-in consultation events which will be held at 
Ark Oval Academy, 98 Cherry Orchard Rd, Croydon, CR0 6BA.  
 
There will be two events held on Tuesday 21st February at: 

•  9am - 11am  
•  5.30pm – 7pm 

 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss the proposals in more detail, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Laurie Grist, 

Head of Projects 

Ark 

  

mailto:charlie.fagan@arkonline.org
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Appendix 2 - Councillors who received letters regarding the consultation  

The list of political stakeholders who were sent letters is below: 

Councillor John  Wentworth 
Councillor Pat  Ryan 
Councillor Andrew Pelling 
Councillor Joy Prince 
Councillor Robert Canning 
Councillor Bernadette Khan 
Councillor Emily Benn  
Councillor Stuart King 
Councillor Hamida Ali 
Councillor Paul Scott 
Councillor Jamie Audsley 
Councillor Jane Avis 
Councillor Jeet Bains 
Councillor Sara Bashford 
Councillor Kathy Bee 
Councillor Sue Bennett 
Councillor Margaret Bird 
Councillor Carole Bonner 
Councillor Simon Brew 
Councillor Alison Butler 
Councillor Jane Buttinger 
Councillor Robert Canning 
Councillor Richard Chatterjee 
Councillor Sherwan Chowdhury 
Councillor Luke Clancy 
Councillor Pat  Clouder 
Councillor Stuart Collins 
Councillor Mario Creatura 
Councillor Jason Cummings 
Councillor Mike Fisher 
Councillor Sean Fitzsimons 
Councillor Alisa  Flemming 
Councillor Maria Gatland 
Councillor Timothy Godfrey 
Councillor Lynne Hale 
Councillor Simon Hall 
Councillor Patricia Hay-Justice 
Councillor Maddie Henson 
Councillor Steve Hollands 
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Councillor Yvette Hopley 
Councillor Karen Jewitt 
Councillor Humayun  Kabir 
Councillor Bernadette Khan 
Councillor Shafi Khan 
Councillor Stuart King 
Councillor Matthew Kyeremeh 
Councillor Toni Letts 
Councillor Oliver Lewis 
Councillor Stephen Mann 
Councillor Maggie Mansell 
Councillor Dudley Mead 
Councillor Margaret Mead 
Councillor Vidhi Mohan 
Councillor Michael Neal 
Councillor Tony Newman 
Councillor Steve O'Connell 
Councillor Andrew Pelling 
Councillor Jason Perry 
Councillor Helen Pollard 
Councillor Tim Pollard 
Councillor Joy Prince 
Councillor Badsha Quadir 
Councillor Andrew Rendle 
Councillor Pat Ryan 
Councillor Paul Scott 
Councillor Mike Selva 
Councillor Manju Shahul-hameed 
Councillor Donald Speakman 
Councillor Andy Stranack 
Councillor Phil Thomas 
Councillor James Thompson 
Councillor Wayne Trakas-Lawlor 
Councillor Mark Watson 
Councillor John  Wentworth 
Councillor Susan Winborn 
Councillor David Wood 
Councillor Louisa Woodley 
Councillor Chris Wright 
Councillor Callton Young 
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Appendix 3 – Consultation letter to schools 

7th February 2016  
  
  
Dear colleague,  
  
  
Two new Ark academies for Croydon – Ark Blake Academy and Ark Bayes 
Primary Academy   
As I am sure you are aware, there is an increase in demand for local school places in 
Croydon. To help meet this pupil place need, Ark submitted free school applications to the 
Department for Education to open a new primary academy and a new secondary academy in 
Croydon, which were approved in 2015.   
  
Ark is an education charity established in 2004 to operate a network of schools that offer 
excellent education to all children irrespective of background or prior attainment. Ark 
operates 35 schools across Birmingham, Hastings, Portsmouth and London, including Ark 
Oval Primary in East Croydon which joined the Ark network in September 2011.   
  
Of our 11 new start schools, 10 have been inspected by Ofsted and all have been rated Good or 
Outstanding. Please visit http: www.arkonline.org for more information about Ark and other 
Ark schools.  
  
Following the approval of the applications, we are now consulting on the proposal to open Ark 
Bayes (primary) and Ark Blake (secondary). It is proposed that both would open in September 
2019, with the primary admitting 90 Reception pupils each year and 
the secondary admitting 180 Year 7 age pupils each year until they both reach full capacity in 
2025.  
  
Ark Bayes will be located on Mayday Rd, next to Friends of Croydon University Hospital. Ark 
Blake will be located on Morland Rd, near to Ark Oval Primary Academy.   
  
Both schools will be non-denominational, non-selective and mixed, serving local children. The 
admissions criteria will prioritise those living closest to the school.   
  
Consultation events  
  
If you’d like to hear more about the schools, please join us at one of our consultation events 
which will be held at Ark Oval Academy, 98 Cherry Orchard Rd, Croydon, CR0 
6BA.   
  
There will be two events held on Tuesday 21st February at:  

• 9am – 11am  
•  5.30pm – 7pm  

  
  
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to get in contact by 
emailing projects@arkonline.org.  
  
Yours sincerely,   
  
  
Laurie Grist   

mailto:projects@arkonline.org


13 
 

Head of Projects   
Ark  
 

 

  



 

Appendix 4 – Display boards at consultation 
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Appendix 5 – Consultation feedback form 

Ark Bayes Primary Academy and Ark Blake Academy - Section 10 
consultation  
Ark is consulting on the proposal to open Ark Bayes Primary Academy, serving 2 - 11 year olds and Ark 
Blake Academy, serving 11-19 year olds, in Croydon.   
  
It is proposed that Ark Bayes Primary Academy would open in September 2019 and admit 60 nursery 
age and 90 primary age pupils each year until it reaches full capacity in September 2025.  
  
It is proposed that Ark Blake Academy would also open in September 2019 and admit 180 Year 7 pupils 
each year until it reaches its full capacity in September 2025.  
  
Please visit www.arkschools.org to find out more about Ark.   
  
Please tell us what you think  
Do you agree with the proposal that Ark Schools enters into a funding agreement with the Secretary of 
State to open Ark Bayes Primary Academy and Ark Blake Academy for September 2019?  
(This agreement allows the academy to open)  
Yes       No  

  
Do you agree with the proposal that Ark Bayes Primary Academy opens on Mayday Rd, Croydon, CR7 
7HP?  
Yes       No  
  
Do you agree with the proposal that Ark Blake Academy opens on Morland Rd, Croydon, CR0 6NA?  
Yes       No  
  
  
  
  
  
Please turn over.  
  
Please write any additional comments you have here:  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
About you  
Do you have children of school age?  
Yes  No  

  
If yes, please indicate their ages below:  
0-3 years 4-5 years 6-7 years 8-11 years 12-14 years 15+  
  
Name: __________________________________  
Email Address:__________________________________  
Phone Number: __________________________________  

http://www.arkschools.org/
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Nature of Interest:  Resident   Parent   Councillor  
     Other (please specify) _________________  

 
Would you like to receive more information about the school? If so please tick here  
If you would like to meet to discuss the new school, please contact Charlie Fagan via email 
on charlie.fagan@arkonline.org  
  
  
 

mailto:charlie.fagan@arkonline.org
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